
Threat actors vary in their motivations, 
tools, and tactics. Learn which adversaries 
will most likely threaten your organization 
and use that information to bolster defense 
and tune alerting. 

The more we understand our attackers—
their preferred victims, tactics, techniques, 
and procedures—the more we can become 
proactive. 

By analyzing the predictable patterns 
followed during different types of attacks, 
we can begin to determine what’s likely to 
happen next and take appropriate action 
to stop the attack.

There are far too many threat actors and 
related TTP’s to defend against every 
possible attack vector and scenario. By 
understanding their threat landscape, 
security teams can narrow down the likely 
set of threat actors to a more realistic and 
manageable list.

One of my favorite Sun Tzu quotes from 
the Art of War is: ‘If you know the enemy 
and yourself, you need not fear the result 
of a hundred battles.’ Understanding the 
potential threats and threat actors that 
could target an organization can help 
security teams become more proactive.

Attack pattern visualization could allow 
SOC analysts to track the adversary’s 
methods against a company’s vulnerable 
attack surface, allowing for mitigation and 
remediation.
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 KEY ADVICE FROM THE EXPERTS

Organizations face several issues and 
constraints that can affect organizational 
security and the move to proactivity.

SIEM and XDR were steps in the right 
direction but truly understanding our 
adversaries is the key to quicker incident 
response and stopping attacks before they 
can start. 

Data is only as good as how it’s 
operationalized. Choose the right threat 
intelligence solution to transform data into 
actionable intelligence to make informed 
decisions.

Use MITRE ATT&CK and the Attack Flow 
Diagrams to empower security teams. 
Predict where attacks are most likely 
to occur and expedite mitigation during 
incident response.

The pandemic has intensified the expansion 
of organizational perimeters with many 
now working from anywhere, be that from a 
secure environment, a coffee shop on public 
Wi-Fi, or even sitting on a beach.

Security teams must prioritize which 
vulnerabilities to address and which 
attackers—and their associated 
attack techniques—to defend against.  
Prioritization is impossible without an 
adequate understanding of system 
exposure, which threat actors are 
anticipated, and what techniques these 
attackers utilize.

Partnerships with security vendors and 
service providers that have a much broader 
view of the threat environment can help 
inform security teams about emerging 
threats.

Attack flow or process-based recognition 
can address the inherent drawbacks of 
strictly IOC-based detections.
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Anomali uses indicators of compromise 
(IOC) and behavioral detection as evidence 
to understand attackers, their patterns and 

behaviors and utilizes this to outline and 
anticipate subsequent attacks.

Read our ebook to 
learn more.
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